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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
;: : federal bureau of investigation 


«n 
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WASiaWGTON £5, ».C. 

J armary 30, 1964 


Ilonoraole «T. Ego Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President *s 'Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D, C. 20002 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 


• Reference is made to your oral reciuest of t hi <3 

?srsL?uJr:; u ? ry . 22 ’ t ,if ^ 

the Communis c Parry, USA , tne Socialist Yforkers Party and 
bv e this r pnl ay f ° r . C y ba Committee be contacted officially 
Cornel ssJ on T ^ 6 rGq ' uest< ? d > on behalf of the President's 

t make . a y axJable copies of all correspondence 
and any Other marerial that they might have relative to • 
Lee Harvey Oswald. ' e 




T > T UE - January 27, 1964, we contacted M 

Lee, National Director, Fair Play for Cuba Committee 
New York, New York, in this matter. Mr. Lee advtold that 
is organization has no data concerning Oswald which has not 

g to the 


alieady been rurnished to this Bureau for forwardin' 


'» «r ^ ^ ttAOUCU 

.-.President's Commission. The material furnished bv Hr 
V * a ® described in report of Special Agent John JaraL' O' Flaherty 
:j dated December 11, 1963, at New York! New York, to the 7 

v ^ee Harvey Oswald investigation. v 

’ c J. also contacted Mr. Farrell Dobbs. National 

- January 1 '^? To^l 'i'? rkers Part *> Kew ^rk. Ncw York" on 
j i 7 ^ ary ' 1^64, in the presence of his attorney, Mr. Rowland 
acL.s* Mr. .Dobbs declined to furnish information to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation but stated that the Soci^li^t 
Workers Party does have certain data concerning Oswald whicS ' 
had been turned over to Mr. Watts who would make this material 
: available directly to the President’s Commission* al 
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Honorable J. Lee Rankin 


Mr,, Yfatts requested that he be sent a letter from 
lir . J. Lee Rankin requesting material concerning Oswald in the 
possession of the Socialist Y/orkers Party and he would then 
forward such material directly to the President's Commission. 
Mr. Watts stated this letter should be directed to Rowland 
Watts, President, Workers Defense League, 112 East. 19th Street, 
New York, New York. 


Mr «, 'Watts and Hr. Dobbs described the material in . ; 
;the possession of the Socialist Workers Party concerning ; i 
’ Oswald as follows : ' 1 

;/^-;l. A record of Oswald's subscription to the . 

• "Militant, " the official Socialist Workers Party i ■ 
publication. v 


2. A lejtter from Oswald 
join the Socialist Workers Party. 


indicating 


hie desire to 


3. A letter from Oswald setting forth a change of 
address. 


Mr. Watts stated that Oswald's request for membership 
in the Socialist YTorkers Party was answered routinely to the 
effect that since there was no Socialist Y/orkers Party branch 
in Oswald's area, Oswald might desire to distribute the 
"Militant" in his home area. 

Mr. Dobbs was informed by this Bureau that his 
request to deal directly with the President's Commission would 
be furnished to the Commission. 

Mr. Arnold Johnson, Legislative Director of the • 
Communist Party, USA, was interviewed on January 29, 1S64, at 
the office of attorney John Abt and stated that the statement 
he made to the press to the effect he forwarded correspondence 
with Oswald to your Commission was made on the basis of his 
assumption that such correspondence, which he turned over to 
this Bureau, had in turn been forwarded to the' Commission. 

Mr. Johnson stated he has no documents dealing with Lee Harvey 
Oswald in addition, to the material' previously furnished to 
this Bureau* The material referred to by Mr. Johnson is 
described in Special Agent 0 'Flaherty's reports dated 
December 6 and December .9,' 1963, at New York, New York* 



Lee nankin 



; Honorable' J. 



■ John Abt , on the occasion of our January 29, 1964, 

• ■interview of Mr* Johnson, said that he was to he in contact 
with Guo Hall , General Secretary of the Communist Party, USA 
■.. and would {i.rr'ange an interview of Hall as soon as possible. 

; ; ; The results of our interview of Mr. Hall will b© Immediately 
^brought to: your, attention upon receipt. - v \ 
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